THE AMERICAN NOVEL

Hergesheimer was chiefly interested in the costumes of his.
He might excellently reconstruct in The Three Blade Pennys
(1917) three generations of iron-making in his native Penn-
sylvania, or in Java Head (1919) the Salem of the days of
clipper ships, or in Linda Condon (1920) a world of fashion-
able hotels and houses. Yet in all these the decoration is likely
to be more striking and seem more important than the people
or the story. There is a somewhat uniform scheme of contrasts.
Ludowika Winscombe, who has always lived at courts, brings
exotic graces to the Penny forge in the Pennsylvania forest
Taou Yuen, the Manchu wife of a Yankee skipper, by the
bewildering complexity of her costumes and her intricate
ceremonial observances makes Salem, which before her had
seemed formal enough, after that seem crude and raw. Linda
Condon, as lovely as a lyric and as untouchable as a star,
moves through tawdry and then correct surroundings, cool
herself though the cause of love in others. While now and
then genuine feelings and situations emerge, there is not
much movement, and the total effect of the stories is rather
that of pictures than of dramas, Cytherea, two years after
Linda Condon, was a confusion of unhappy passion and un-
convincing symbolism. In his later books Hergesheimer carried
his studies of costume and decoration to Cuba, Virginia,
Kentucky, and various American cities, but he no longer
wrote so richly or so firmly as in his three best novels.

F. Scott Fitzgerald was only twenty-four when he pub-
lished his first book This Side of Paradise (1920). Princeton
and the war had separated him from his native Minnesota,
and he seemed the voice in fiction of post-war youth, dis-
illusioned and questioning. He wrote of his gilded boys and
girls as if traditional decorum existed chiefly to be shocked.
There was scandal in his story, to scandalize conservatives who
debated whether the new youth was as daring in its behavior
as he made out. But all his undergraduates were poets and
philosophers, sparkling with challenges. They asked why they
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